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PLANNING BOARD MEETING, March 27, 2017 

 

Present:  Debbie Holmwood, Chairman 

   Ernie Paciorkowski, Vice-Chairman 

   Alfred P. Porro Jr. 

   Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

 

Absent:  Paul J. Donohue 

   Joseph F. Sheehan   

           

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Debbie Holmwood, Chairman, 

in Room 11, Norwood Town Hall. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the minutes of February 13, 2017, seconded by Mr. 

Paciorkowski 

VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the minutes of March 13, 2017, seconded 

by Mr. Porro 

VOTE 3-0 motion passed 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Porro read for the record a letter that Mr. Halkiotis sent to the Board of Selectmen 

regarding the closing of the warrant for Special Town Meeting.  Mr. Porro noted the Board of 

Selectmen responded  and voted to approve the request of the Planning Board to schedule the 

closing of the warrant for Special Town Meetings to occur no sooner than 5 weeks prior to 

Town Meeting.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis told the Board that citizen petition warrant article was received while he was on 

vacation. This article had been discussed previously by the Board on October 3, 2016. The 
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petition warrant article is a zoning bylaw amendment that would allow for up to five 

billboards to be placed along the Route One corridor for properties that front on Route One.  

 

The petition article was given to the Board of Selectmen and referred to the Planning Board. A 

public hearing has been set for April 24, 2017. Mr. Halkiotis referred the bylaw that was 

submitted to Town Counsel to review because he noted three regulatory conflicts from what 

the bylaw says now and the one that is being proposed.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis also mentioned another citizen petition warrant article that will be the subject of 

a Public Hearing on April 10, 2017. This article would amend Section 3.1.5 (G) Table of Use 

Regulations to allow Open Lot Storage of goods by Special Permit from the Board of Appeals 

within the Limited Manufacturing (LM) Zoning District. Mr. Halkiotis told the Board that 

after these hearings the Board will need to make their recommendations to Town Meeting. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Amendment to the Sign Bylaw, Section 6.2, Norwood Zoning 

Bylaws 

 

Ms. Holmwood opened the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Porro read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood Record on March 9, 

2017 and March 16, 2017. 

 

Ms. Holmwood noted that there wasn’t anyone from the public in attendance.  

 

Mr. Porro stated that Mr. Halkiotis brought this to the attention of the Board because of a 

Supreme Court case.  Mr. Halkiotis explained that there was a U.S. Supreme Court case back 

in 2015 which affects the sign bylaws across the country. The ruling stated that signs need to 

be content neutral on how they are regulated. Mr. Halkiotis looked at the sign bylaws of the 

Town and then contacted Town Counsel, Brandon Moss regarding amendments to the Sign 

Bylaw that will make the bylaw in compliance with the holdings of the U.S. Supreme Court 

decision. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis gave an overview of the court case in Arizona that brought about the changes to 

the sign bylaws.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to close the Public Hearing on the Amendment to the 

Sign Bylaw, Section 6.2, seconded by Mr. Porro 

VOTE 3-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the recommended changes to the Sign 

Bylaw, seconded by Mr. Porro 

VOTE 3-0 motion passed 
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PUBLIC HEARING – Amendment to create a New Section 7.6 Marijuana 

Establishments to the Zoning Bylaws and to establish a temporary moratorium on 

Marijuana Establishments 

 

Ms. Holmwood opened the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Porro read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood Record on March 9, 

2017 and March 16, 2017. 

 

Ms. Holmwood wanted to know if people who grow marijuana for medical use can sell it to 

the purveyors for recreational use. Mr. Halkiotis didn’t think the State has regulations on this 

yet.  The Cannabis Control Commission was formed to set regulations for recreational use.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski explained that if the Town votes to prohibit recreational marijuana 

establishments in Norwood then it’s done, if the Town votes for recreational marijuana 

establishments in the Town then the Planning Board will ask Town Meeting members to give 

the Town a year to implement recreational marijuana establishments by this moratorium 

bylaw.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to close the public hearing on Recreational Marijuana 

Establishment moratorium, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski  

VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve and recommend to Town Meeting this 

moratorium that will end on December 31, 2018, seconded by Mr. Porro 

VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

OTHER BUSINESS CON’T 

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that a letter was received from the MBTA regarding the elimination of two 

bus stops.  They wanted input on eliminating two stops in Norwood, one at Upland Road and 

the one in South Norwood. Mr. Halkiotis provided the MBTA with information about the 

potential growth at Upland Woods and he explained that the 1 Upland Road development is 

currently 90% leased with low income residents and they may be interested in using the bus. 

Mr. Halkiotis also mention the possibility of more development at that site.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Porro 

VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 


